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DISPATCH | Sit: 


“+ Catef, Wi Division 


ACTON BQV AID 


Cafef of Station, Habana 


a * 


Chief of Station, [Pantsa Td ee = Ce es 55 
Activities of Tuan Bailio NUNEZ Portuondo, Cuban _ “ar S'vvidee a ON 


Exile and Oppositicn Leoder |_——_}_ MARKED FOR INOLEING 
NO NOLIING REQUIRED 


ONOLAING CAN 8f SU0GED 
SY QUAUFIEO HQ. DESK ONLY 


for information 


None; 


Zl ASb6) ee Cy he 
1. Juen Eni licgQiUuNEZ Portuondo, Cuban politician Plomat during the 
regime of Fulgencio BATISTA, who is now in exile and\pegarded as a 


leader of the oppcsition.to the revolutionar vernment of Fidel CASTRO 
uz, came to Panama from Lima on 20 October . 1992 and left for Guatemala 
sl lalla deahty 


on 19 October 1959. 


2. The sensationalist press notices (Attachment. A) that appeared in la 
Nacion, a Panama City daily tabloid whose oppositionist policies carry 
over to pro-CASTRO/Cuban revolution editorial comment and reporting, — 
constitute.the extent of local publicity for NUNEZ Portuondo's visit 
here. However, the local ODIBEX intelligence reporting unit acquired, 
and reported on 27 October 1959 to its superior office, this office, and 
local ODACID, information (Attachment B) attributed directly to NUNEZ 


Portuondo. 


3. + undoubtedly was NUNEZ Portuondo's sojourn in Panama and his meeting 
with government officials that contributed to expressions of concern by ~ 


(u-7, (Station lietsoH) sources over Cuban policy toward Panaza. One 
09 of that concern was a report (Attachment C) that the head of the 4 2) 


of ame to the Minister ofGovern- 


ment and Justicc. 


ol 27 

4. When gerbrarsrs SJ paases Bre e. Jane a copy of [iis ours report, he 
said that the source of the information was SANCHEZ (fnujy whom he 
agai as a BATISTA exile Living in Panama City; and S;NCHEZ' source 

_ was Jerson ho travels between Panama and Cuba. When passing the 

rencet (POTHESIS-3 Jeaia aleo that SANCHEZ had a connection with NUNEZ 
Portuonds whom the] IIXFRACE S&igenization regarded as the head of the Cuban 
opposition, and that NUNEZ Portuondo had informed President Ernesto DE LA 
GUARDIA Jr. and Hector VALDES Ferrabone, Minister of Government and 
Justice, that strong action against Panama was being plenned in Cuba. 
After an initial end several fol ep queries to|HY/POTHESIS- wee identi- 
fication of SANCHEZ, [BYPOTHESIS-8 Vairter several days of checKing, af- 
firmed that he had learned that ‘the person in question was Jose SANCHEZ, 
Ramirez, shon{ Station trecords shov is a former lieutenant in the Cuban 
National Police, [rRo came to Pehama on 4” January 1959 (reported in: 


(Pacx) 4303). 
ie? or tb-l 


{ 4 Van . 
Stared Ory aire 


~— 


Edward G. Bensing 


< 


9 November 1959 


Attachnents: A,B,C, (a3 noted) 


DisctLbution: 
3-Higrs w,/atts. A,B,C. 
2-OOS Evbana watts. A,B,C. 


DeMiles v/atts. A,3,°6 
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| | Nines Portuondo  Organiz6- ‘Aqui 
Elo Movimiento ontan i Castro 


‘ ta ciudad de Panama ha sido escogida coma eje oa centre de fa contrarevolucion cubsana, | 
divigida por el conocido lider batiatiana Emilio N Gaer Portuondo, ecgan datos logradas y confir- 
mados hoy por “ta Nacion™. 

El senor Nunez Portuondos, ampliamente conocido en Panama. donde actuco come Embaja- 
dor de Cuba durante varios aoa, permancecic siete dias como Luceped del Hote] El Panama, den- 
tro del aras riguroso incognita, aunque tuvo oportunidad de establecer contacto con cierty sector 

Tore eee . de la prensa nacional que aunca ha demostrado surpatia hacia le revolucion del Or. Fidel Cas 


tro en la republica antillana. 


4 ? 
"\ Personas conocedoras de la situacién politica cubana consideran que fa presidn det Gobier- 
no de Washington ha togrado eluminar o ta ciudad de Miam: como centro de conspiracisa contra 
‘ el actual Gobierno de Cuba por-lo que ea su fuga r se escugis a Panama, 


camo es natural, se supone quo nuestro Gobierno y sobea toda fos servicing do inteligencia 
je ta Gaardia Nacwue! y le Secreta estuvieron enterados de la precencia ea auestra capital y de 
actividades deservolladas por ef senor Nude x Portuoado. 
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“”) 


Por otva parte, ec recaica que costsctas Heo. 
gadoj enteriosaeule a Panera, INCH an Bosis ee 
mee pace ta compra de dos finvas una ds fas 
cuales eatacia ubscads en Chiriqui ec fa otra va 
la regicn de Sore, podlocion atuada on cl cee 
feegioiente de Bejyuca. ; 

- Las fuentes mlormantes dijeron que fhe y- 
clones corenadas de tes recien Megados, ndicou 
que bay In fntencion de adrdicar esaa Frneas, 
aprrentermente al cult.va de tabacy, pere que ts 


_ ‘SE INSTALARAN EN PANAMA PARA 
-COMBATIR AL GOBIERNO DE CUBA 


Alvededow de dicciscis persanss —promi- 
nentes figuras durante le dictadura de Batrute— 
arcsbaron antier a Panama. Fuentes extiaefi 
stales informaron que entre ¢tas personas se 
encuentra ef Tamoso torturador Ventura, quien 
ve dejo entrever es el jel: dcl grupo recréa Ite. 
gqedu, 

feo Hegada del gru:» en referencia leone, 
segue Ine infarmantes, re scien cou la compana 


iatenciéo reel ec fa de ubrcar dos poteates unin 

rec desde fa cust inictar ta campena trare’s - 
per Miter Pecteceds centca el robrem re s 

bucionecie de Cuba. 


trarvads por el eaembs-sdor Nunez Postuonde 
pera caubetic el régimes de tidel Castro, ba- 
bor yor desaca Vista duvente su incognita per 
maticacis como hucsped vel Hotel Panama Hil- 
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Swenee CF tal eest. ce 


* (€) Oa 9 cetodcr 1959, confidential sources of 0's office bold on intervie - 
vith Br. Butlto RUNIS: O=tpwondo, leader of tas Cutan xd cat extleg. Alen. ‘preteen - 
was i, afm {a Ravarro, Cubes ometnelav of ures af moorary Consul of . 
fanaza ia Fort male, Florida. the following infownation was furnished by wien, 
éuriag the latersview . 


Br, BUNEZ initiated the ocnverention by stating that HE bed just comple ted : 
@ tour of Pur, Chile, Argentina, Urugusy.end Bresil durin: watch & entabliste€& =... [| 
perscual contacs with the Preaidents, Acari Forces’ leaderu, ord other paroonalities |. . 
of the sforemmtiond oomtries in aa effort to enlist their morn! and gaterial 


support in his endsavurs. : 


° In feru, Preeident ‘anual Prado infonned Dr. MUNEZ that his Govermsent Le 
very portursed by the act{vittes of Us cuden diplamta in fer, - The Peruvian 
Oove nent wis abla to determine that a recent strike staged by banx worlkorn recalred 
finsnetal supgort from the Cuben Rubassy fn Lina. ; ; 


In Chile, Preaiden’-Jorge_Alessandr} complained of neatling by bea ee ee 
Giplamts in the labor'and possant mrromats of that country, poe 


Presidant Arturo Prondiat of Anpntina sdvieed Rr, MAE that the pose bes 
si hy piped geri does bbborphenr) apis Magee ply Aasmaan taal a ee 
stoSents, peagants and yvorierrs. ‘The Arpontine Secretary of War, 
ceed (mee. | Aihdtte Lacche’ tnlé br. MAES that, in hig opiaton, the United 
Statea hac but tw choices Cubas To get rid of the Pidel Castro regime nov, by 


force if aecessary; or fight Soviot troozs on Cuban ead) in th future. 


Tho Brazilian Prusifent, Juscelino Mbt expressed alam for ths . 
fasbility of the United States Govermmnt to ae tis presen? Cuban sogine, 
Pen Ee. Se men COTS Ok Se ee ere i 


Dr. MME stated tat the Presidents of tha aboveumtioned countries end ee ee 
their eilitary and Aiplomtic lesders indicated that they are uilling to pedal | hetermee 
Uaited States tn exny move, whether it be silf{tary, diplamtic or econasic, that vould 
ereiioate forever the throat of Coaunim? es roprusented by tie Fidel Castro regime. 


Dr. RS contimed by saying that he has an oppointeent vith the Preaiéent 
of Fens, Ernesto de la OC. Jr., in vateb ks wuld {nforn the President that 
Preparstions are. Esabe for a new invention of Parena. This tine the 
Ma a ee ee ee 
at Playa Soloreda in April 1959. 
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‘Sppointment for the lack of assistance RH is receiving froua @acpD -" 


SuBSEct; WREL Portuonéo, Dr. Ratllo to) - a ont 99 ; 
80T-501-99 ; uo mo Sone 

In regant to tm intemal aftustion in Cuba, Dr. EUXEZ stated that the me 
Gountry 1s uncer the tightest of dictatoratips. Pree enterprise ic fast Gieappeare 4 s. | 


ing and state-controlled economy is taking {te place, AntiVnited States propigunfg 


fo evidens sveryunere. Sovist agents are operating frealy throughout ths comtry 

end are opmly infiltmeing tho Aresd. Forces, Goverment agencies and tho propagesia 
modia. The Cubs capital hoe booune the nev beadqgarters of the Soviet spparmtaus vies 
atm is to subvert all of Latin America. 


Dr. MZ further stated that he is continuously furnishing information par 
: : 


taining to tho Cormnfst activities ty Cuna to 
this agency d003 not seen to realize the gruvity of the eituntloc. 8 — dis» 


aver, EZS contects vith repreesntatt ive of __ KUBARK, COENvy - 
nie io and ODEARL . yee have deen more encourmgingy 


The oati-Cast:v orguaisation which Pr. MUKKZ beada hus 20,000 parti eand’ inatés _ 
Cuba waiting for weapons vith uatich to start a revolt. The great maority of theses 
partisans are fommr nenbers of the disbanded Cuban Regular Arerd Porees. Br. MINE’ 
Oorgemigation has sufficient fimda to yure=ase enough woupona in Spain to am ties 
groups) however, the Spanish Gove muamt will not release the weapons ustil th? United 


States Goverment gives its approval. 


The French Government has offered Dr. MUEZ facilities to train perocanel in 
thea {alanis of Martinias or Gusdalouz in the French Vest Indies. The Governments 
of Gusteamla and Pans bave also mice cintlar offers. Kovever, Dr, WUNEZ believes that 
any armed invasion of Cuba at toe present time 16 bount to fall because the Cuban 
are being thoroughly indoctrinated and subjected to o very intensive propaganda 


by the Castro regim, voile the onposttian bas been comletely gagged. Br. EUYEZ Pines as a 


gtated that he aleo believes that any revolt vill fail ucless the Cuban people are acde 


.@ognivant of what is going on bahind the soenes and the threat that the Caommumist ine 


" “Plitratian means to Cuba and ber future. Dr. UNEZ eaid that, prior to ay military 


operation, the Cuban people must be subjacted to a continuous counter-propagmida harvago, 

in wich the octivities of tia Soviet agents and thinir protectors and eoliaborators are 

exposed. This propigands mut also attempt to destroy the uyth vhichinabeen ervated 

areund Fidel Castro's personality. In order to eccouplish thia project, Br. RAE : 

oxgrnlsation needs urgently a radio station powerful enough -ta cove> the sotire Cuba 

territory. The Goveruwnt of the Doalnicen Rewblic, through ite radio stations, is 
conducting thst type of propaganda... Rovever, the Douisican efforts sre 


: @lrsady 
“{natfective derause of tha contonpt in uhiech the Cubans hold anything Dasinioen end, 


therefore, the propaganda originating in the Bouinican Reptiic is solf-defesting. - 


The Goverments of Quatesala acd Panewa have offered br, AUKKE their : 
aatistence in operating this ras‘o station from their Cavettery. Howver, Ponsa has : 
pean ruled out beotuwe of its proximity to the United States pocitions ia the Canal 


- owe. De. FUKEZ does not dvelre to use radio facilities within the continental United : 


States to precluie HIS organisation being branded as a tool of ths United States or any 
datervational exbarmsasent to the United States Goverment. ‘Sim ideal solutten to this 
prodlcn would be a 50,000 watt obort wmve radio trnecitter inctalied absarnl a ship 
sinilar to thore used by the Volos of America in ito broadcast beamed to the Iron 


Curtata countriss. (8-3) 
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v 


(Cc) thie meeting was affected at the sugseetion of Br. Bamarto » Matoter 
of Justice during the administration of deposed Cuban Preaident - br 
Caremse ia rociding as an exile in Panam. (a1) 


(U) O&, USABCARTR COMM@Ey?s Br. Bailie BUGS Portuonds in a sou of the late 
General Eailio Koes, ona of the heroes of the Cubta reralutionary urs agnings 
Spain, Dr. MOK: Las deea a Congresanen aad a Senator in Cuba esveral tines, 
Arhancador to Panams, asi Chier of the Cuben Delegation to ths United Mations : 
fron 1952 te 195i. HE was President of the Security Council during ths Eongarian _ 


Ae uae ea 
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TRANSL TICN : 
22 Octoder 13959 


CONFIDENTIAL REPORT 
We have learned fron a good and reliable scurce that the Cuban governcent 
ia thinking of discharging $,000 members of the revolutionary arny at the 
end of Novender or beginning of December 1959¢ The end purpose of this is to 
have the divehurced ran take part in invasions of Panama od Ge doninican 
Republics the Cuban gevernzent ‘could not be blamed for such actions, since the 
men would not be menbers of the regular Cuban Army. The invasions will be 
carried out similtaneously, in order to obstruct any quick action by the 
Organisation of Anericen States (04S)- The same “source indicates that 3,000 
well~ermed men will take part in the invasion of Panama, and that the men 
will come here under the conndind of Commander Ernesto (*"Che®) GUEVARA, who 
4t appears received precise instructions while én his trip to Egypte It 
appears that intentions ere first to take over Panama, and, after that, to u 
undertake an international campaign for NATICNALIZINO the Paname Canal, For 
the latter campaign, they will have the support of several Latin American and 
several European countries, as well as of several Panamanian political groups, 
dneiwisig the Tercer Partido Nacicnalista which already has declared itself 
in that regard. The saz source indicates that, before the invasicns come about, 
there will be an open publicity campaign to pave the way and to proaiuce 
internal upheavals in Panama and the Dominican Republic, Jt appears that the 


invasions will receive material, financial, and other support from the 


° 


Veneguelan government, 


NOTR: This information ean be verified by /PSPRIMB/ intelligence services 


and &acw7 offices in the countries concerned, In time, it will be seen 
if the actions noted at the beginning of this report have happened, and, if 


80, it will indicate that the rest will come about in due course. The 
inforrant tells us that Cuda, Venesuelan, and Panamanian Cowmnists will take 


a very active part in everythings 


. 


meee 


